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-Forwarded message- 

From: Haskins, Audrey < audrey_haskins@ios.doi.gov > 

Date: Fri, Jun 9, 2017 at 12:13 PM 

Subject: Letter: Re. Monuments 

To: Micah Chambers < micah_chambers@ios.doi.gov > 


Audrey P. Haskins 
Secretarial Assistant 

Office of Congressional & Legislative Affairs 

1849 C Street NW, Room 6256 
Washington, DC 20240 

Phone: 202-208-7264 


Micah Chambers 

Acting Director 

Office of Congressional & Legislative Affairs 
Office of the Secretary of the Interior 
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To: Micah Chambers 

Acting Deputy Director of Congressional and Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 

From: Rep. Colleen Hanabusa 

422 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Staff contact: Elizabeth Songvilay fElizabeth.Sonevilav@mail.hou8e.gov'> 

V 

Re: Response to May 12,2017 Secretary Zinke letter re Monuments 
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COLLEEN HANABU5A 
1st District, Hawaii 

422 Cannon House Qmcs Builoni! 
Washington, DC 20616 
Telephone: 202-225-2226 
Fax: 202-226-0880 


1132 Bishop Street, suite 1910 
Honolulu, HI 96913 
Teuphonc aoa-84i-ZE70 


hitp://HanflbLi»a.house.aov 


Congress of tfje ©mteb £>tate* 

j|au <3e at ftepretfetttatta 

IHaetjuigton, 3BC 20515-U01 

June 8, 2017 


The Honorable Ryan K. Zinke 
Secretary 

Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 


COMMITTEE ON 
HOUSE ARMED SERVICES 

SUBCOMMITTEES 1 

SeAPowEfl and Projection Forces 
Strategic Forces 

COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES 

WKOMMinCEC 1 

Federal Lands, Racking Mamam 

Inman, Insular ano Alaeka 
Natjvb Appairs 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, 
SPACE, AND TECHNOLOGY 

BuscowMinte; 

Environment 

STEERING AND POLICY 
COMMITTEE 


Dear Secretary Zinke: 

I am in receipt of your letter dated May 12,2017 regarding President Trump’s Executive Order 
(EO) 13792 and your Review of Certain National Monuments Established Since 1996: Notice of 
Opportunity for Public Comment, published in the Federal Register, Vol. 82, No. 90, on 
May 11,2017. 

I appreciate your request for my position on Papahanaumokuakea, the relevant monument in the 
State of Hawaii for the purposes of EO 13792, and I am providing a copy of my response to 
Mr. Micah Chambers per your request. 

By way of history, President George W. Bush created the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands Marine 
National Monument, later named Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument, in 2006 via 
Proclamation 8031, In 2016, President Barrack Obama expanded the boundaries of 
Papahanaumokuakea via Proclamation 9478. 

In addition to advising my Hawaii constituents of your review and process for public comments, 

I wanted to advise you of my continuing position, as expressed in a letter from the Congress of 
the United States dated May 25,2017, a copy of which is attached hereto, that the Constitution of 
the United States reserves to Congress the authority to "revoke or shrink a national monument,” 
Specifically, the Antiquities Act of 1906 contains no language empowering the President to 
abolish or reduce the size of a monument, nor has any Act of Congress conferred upon the 
President an implied power of this nature, As such, while the President has the power to 
establish national monuments under the Antiquities Act of 1906, only Congress is empowered to 
revoke or reduce a monument’s designation. 
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In closing, while I understand you have been ordered to conduct a review of national monuments 
created under the Antiquities Act of 1906,1 do not believe the President has the actual or implied 
power to revoke or reduce any such monument 
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Congress of tfje States? 

Mlasfjinston, 39C 205t5 


May 25,2017 


Hon. Ryan Zinke 
Secretary 

Department of the Interior / 

1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

While stewardship of America’s national monuments is your solemn responsibility, the 
continued existence of those national monuments is ours. 

Article IV of the United States Constitution reads in relevant part; “The Congress shall have 
Power to dispose of arid make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other 
Property belonging to the United States ..." 

Congress has delegated significant federal land management responsibilities to the Executive, 
including broad authorization to the President through the Antiquities Act to designate national 
monuments on federal land. Over more than a century, however, Congress has not delegated 
authority to significantly diminish or abolish an existing national monument. This includes 
consideration and enactment of amendments to tire Antiquities Act, and the decision by the 94‘ h 
Congress to enact the Federal Lands Policy and Management Act (P.L. 94-579), which left the 
Antiquities Act intact. 

The Constitutional authority to revoke or shrink a national monument lies with the Congress. 

Wildfire, drought, sprawl, invasive species, unmet maintenance needs, and more threaten the 
unique natural, cultural, and historical resources you manage on behalf of the American people. 
Families living on Indian Reservations face among the highest rates of poverty and illness in tile 
worLd. A changing climate is melting the glaciers for which the National Pork near your 
hometown is named. 

Given these significant and growing challenges, developing, a report to the President regarding 
the use of authority he does not possess is a misuse of your time and the public’s money. 
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Member of Congress 



Member of .Congress 



Member of Congress 




Alan Lowenthal 


Member of Congress 




Anthony Brown 
Member of Congress 
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Member of Congress Member of Congress 
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Sander M. Levin 



Bill Foster 
Member of Congress 
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Beto O'Rourke 



Member of Congress 


Katherine Clark 
Menitar of Congress 


Tony Cardenas 
Member of Congress 


Btmhie Watson Coleman 
Member of Congress 


Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 
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Terri A. Sewell 
Member of Congress 




Member of Congress 


Peter Welch 




>eter Welch 
Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 
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Eliot Engel 
Member of Congress 


ar ~ 


Dina Titus 
Member of Congress 
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Doris Matsui 
Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 
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Cv^tte Clarke 
Member of Congress 



.,ofgren 
(ember of C 



Ann McLane Kuster 

Member of Congress 



Ben Ray Luja 
Member Of Congress 



Brendan F. Boyle » 

Member of Congress 


J 
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